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One wonders how the Australian Curriculum: 
Geography will be received in schools and the 
wider community? Tim Costello as AGTA Patron 
is to some extent a little partisan but he does 
endorse the F-10 Curriculum from an informed 
and well-respected NGO perspective. 

Tim Costello observes, “Today, globalisation, 
the digital revolution, mass migration and the 
prospects of climate instability are triggering 
new concerns and making new demands on our 
education system. The new Australian geography 
curriculum looks to engage students with these 
powerful forces in our globally interconnected 
world”.

Read more at http://www�smh�com�au/national/
education/mapping-out-the-world-20130524-
2k5bj�html#ixzz2Vshjo73d 

A new report from the USA outlines the 
importance of geography in preparing young 
people to address a series of global challenges, 
including those referred to by Costello. The North 
American predilection for road maps as a way of 
explaining complex processes is exemplified by 
The Road Map Project: A Road Map for Large-
Scale Improvement of K-12 Geography Education, 
funded by a $2.2 million grant from the US 
National Science Foundation. 

Read more at http://education�nationalgeographic�
com/education/program/road-map-project/?ar_
a=1  

The Road Map Project mentions the introduction 
of Australian Curriculum: Geography as an 
example of a global community’s renewal of 
commitments to geography education. 

Global challenges are also included in the 
Australian Senior Curriculum. They are alluded 
to in another US document produced by The 
Committee on Strategic Directions for the 
Geographical Sciences in the Next Decade & 
National Research Council. (2010). 

Read more at http://www�nap�edu/openbook�
php?record_id=12860

Further, The symposium on Producing 
Geographers for the 21st Century (Whalley et al., 

2011) included long lists of topics to be studied 
including social inequality/exclusion, awareness 
of how global processes affect local spaces, 
cultural coherence (local to global), relevance of 
geographical understanding of world events, and 
globalisation and its discontents. 

Across the 49th parallel, Australian-born 
Professor Stuart Semple has referred to renewed 
interest in geographic education from the 
Canadian Association of Geographers and he has 
identified the Australian Curriculum: Geography as 
a model for Canadian educators. Communicating 
via email, he praises its conceptual structure, 
national scope, purposefulness and thoroughness 
of the curriculum and is keen to follow up with 
access to the GeogSpace project. 

Read more about GeogSpace at http://www�
geogspace�edu�au 

Long has the UK been in the forefront of 
development in national Geography curricula. 
However, a two year review of their national 
curriculum and new General Certificate of 
Secondary Education (GCSE) Geography to 
be introduced in 2014, with A level Geography 
introduced in 2015 has seen a dumbing down 
of Geography. For example, at GSCE level 
themes such as globalisation and sustainability 
are dropped in favour of a knowledge of 
physical geography (Fogarty, 2013, p. 6) and 
environmental geography is weakened such that 
discussion of climate change is also omitted 
(Hopkin, 2013, 64). 

The Geographical Association (GA) is a very 
powerful advocacy group but even the GA 
appears to be left out in the cold when it comes 
to current curriculum change. Consider their 
2011 paper Learning to be human and the English 
Baccalaureate – Geography and History that 
argues that 

geography is a world subject, which 
helps students develop knowledge and 
understanding of the world, our place in it, 
and what it means to be a human being. 
Through studying geography we develop 
knowledge, understanding and skills that 
enable us to understand and illuminate our  
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schooling is absolutely essential if this is going to 
happen”.

Read more at http://www�smh�com�au/national/
education/mapping-out-the-world-20130524-
2k5bj�html#ixzz2VxdSYqDX 

Let us hope that the Australian Curriculum: 
Geography gives teachers and students the 
opportunities to harness that power and AGTA 
the wherewithal to assist in curriculum making in 
schools. 

Read more at http://www�geography�
org�uk/cpdevents/curriculummaking/
glossary/#CurriculumMaking and http://www�agta�
asn�au/files/Conferences/conf13/Lambert_D_The_
importance_of_geography�pdf 
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common humanity and our relationships 
– not only with each other but with the 
environmental resources on which life 
depends. By thinking geographically ... 
we are better equipped to imagine our 
possible futures. 

Read more at http://www�geography�org�uk/
download/GA_GNCresponseformfinalforsubmissi
onpdf�pdf

The English Baccalaureate has now been 
abandoned and Geography and History are 
compulsory subjects at GCSE levels but the 
efforts of the GA appear to have been to little 
avail. Australian Curriculum: Geography is a much 
richer and forward-looking prospectus. 

Geographical educators from the UK have 
provided valued critical input into the Australian 
Curriculum: Geography and they also appear 
to be quite enthusiastic about GeogSpace. Alan 
Parkinson remarked “So I wonder where the 
equivalent website is for UK teachers? We are 
getting one, right??” 

Read more at blog entry Friday 31 May http://
livinggeography�blogspot�com�au 

Tim Costello concludes, “The next generation 
will make their own world. We need to give them 
the power to do it well. Having a substantial and 
really engaging geography experience as part of 
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Geography
for the

Australian Curriculum

Coming in 2013

Develops the deep geographical knowledge 
and skills needed to create informed, 
responsible and active citizens. 

Contact us for more information.
Freecall: 1800 005 210

Email:  educationsales@cambridge.edu.au

www.cambridge.edu.au/education

Availability subject to the release of the final syllabus document

For Years 7-10

Cambridge University Press • ABN 28 508 204 178 • 477 Williamstown Road, Por t Melbourne, VIC 3207
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Coming in Term 1, 2014

Ensure your students have the 
skills they need for success in 
Australian Curriculum: Geography.

Grant Kleeman

skills in geography:

australian CurriCulum
For years 7-10

Cambridge University Press • ABN 28 508 204 178 • 477 Williamstown Road, Por t Melbourne, VIC 3207

Contact us for more information.
Freecall: 1800 005 210

email:  educationsales@cambridge.edu.au

www.cambridge.edu.au/education
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Geography Education as a field of study
Educational studies is a large field of research endeavour� 

A specialist sub-field is of this is geography education� But where can you study this? Where can you find out about what has been 
written in the field, what research has been done and what the big issues are? How can you get involved and perhaps even do some 
research yourself?

Well, let me introduce you to the MA Geography Education at the Institute of Education, London� You can study it from virtually 
anywhere in the world� 

Why would you want to do that? The website (www.mageoged.webs.com) has quite a lot of testimony on it – participants have all 
sorts of reasons. These can be summarized as:

•	 The opportunity to feed your passion and enthusiasm with others of a like mind. 
•	 The possibility of improving you knowledge and skills as a practitioner in this important niche. This could even place you well as 

a teacher trainer and mentor.
•	 The probability that you can use the academic study as a basis for demonstrating your leadership capacity – as a subject leader, 

but also more generally as a curriculum leader and whole school leader.
David Lambert, MA Geography Education Programme Leader

David.Lambert@ioe.ac.uk

A brief overview of the contents of the 180 credit MA Geography Education

Making the Geography Curriculum (30)
This module is suitable for teachers with an interest in the geography curriculum – its content selections, its purposes and 
frameworks. The module involves practical curriculum related activities as well as theoretical and conceptual debates.

Issues of Concern in Education (30)
This module is designed to identify, refine and explore issues of concern in education from the perspective of the subject specialist 
teacher – or alternatively generalist primary teachers who nevertheless have to teach specialist subjects such as geography or 
science.

Reading Research in Education (30)
This module explores and evaluates how research in education is constructed. Students learn how to “read” research, situate it with 
the specialist subject field (such as geography or mathematics education), and make judgments about its value.

Communicating Geography in Education (30)
This module is suitable for students with an interest in the relationships between academic, popular and school geographies, in the 
context of education. Geography is an ancient idea, an academic discipline, a school subject and an idea in the popular imagination: 
the module explores the relationships between these categories.

Dissertation (60) or Report (30)
A dissertation or report consists of research or enquiry within the field of geography education. The grand overarching questions 
that shape this field are ‘what is the relationship between geography and education?’ and ‘in what ways does the study of geography 
contribute to education?’ This encompasses issues to do with curriculum development, progressions in teaching and learning, 
the impacts of technology and assessment, the use of media and multi-modal resources, the relationship between geography and 
environment and citizenship education . . . and many more besides.

SUMMARY OVERVIEW - MA Geography Education
For more information: www.mageoged.webs.com Enquiries: ma.geography@ioe.ac.uk 

•	 You can study this MA full-time or part-time. 
•	 It is available nationally – and internationally - online using a Moodle VLE. 
•	 You have full access to the IOE’s information services and library – a world class resource for educational studies. 
•	 For those students who can access London the tutor team is happy for face-to-face meetings. For those who can, optional 

attendance at Geography Education Research seminars and surgeries (which are advertised through the Moodle) is also 
encouraged.


